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Apostolos Doxiadis, Alecos Papadatos and Annie Di Donna FEBRUARY 27 2010

Was structuralism, the big idea of Claude Lévi-Strauss, more cult than science?
Apostolos Doxiadis, Alecos Papadatos and Annie Di Donna — the team behind the
bestselling graphic novel Logicomix — investigate.

WHEN | HEARD OF THE DEATH OF LEVI-STRAUSS, MY FRST REACTION WAS:
“WHAT, WAS HE S7/LL AUVE?" THAT WASN'T ONLY BECAUSE HED LIVED TO

mmu,mm,ummm,m
NO WONDER THEN THAT WHEN WE WERE ASKED TO DO THIS TRIBUTE

WHAT ABOUT HIS VIEW THAT HISTORY, ECONOMY AND SOCIETY |-
ARE /RRELEVANT? LEVI-STRAUSS THOUCHT THAT HUMAN LIFE IS
A BOARD GAME, OF WHICH ONLY 4" KNEW THE RULES!

MER MURDER BY HER SON ORESTES, AND THE
FIRST TRIAL BY JURY, WITH NONE OTHER THAN

* CULTURAL RELICS (FOR MORE, GOOGLE)
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TANTALUS COOKS AND EATS HIS SON PELOPS, WHOM

NOW SEE IT AS A PATTERN
: OF ABSTRACT THEMATIC
2 2 RELATIONS!

THIS SCENE | CHANGE "MALE" TO , SIMPLY, JceT*motrer s |
“FEMALE", "OLD" TO "YOUNG", KILLED BY So¥*/ }
"KILLS" TO %S KLLED"... _
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DON'T YOU SEE7 THIS MAKES THE SECOND PART OF
THE ORESTE/A SINPLY AN ABSTRACT TRANSFORMATION
OF THE FIRST! IT°S ALL JUST ALGEBRA OF ACTION!

JEAN-PIERRE VERNANT
(4944-2007)
FRENCH HISTORIAN, WHO

REVOLUTIONISED

FOR VERNANT, UNLIKE THE #ONOMAN/AC LEVI-STRAUSS,
SEES THE ORESTE/AW TS FULL CULTURAL CONTEXT!
SO, IN THE 7RO PLAY, MYTH IS REPLACED BY REASON: A

NEMAFADATIA TV LEADS AATU QINES ANN LaTres A

ONLY TLL ATHENA  INOEEDITISIIT'S [ AND ANYWAY, THEPLAY ISTHE [ g0 WHO, HOW Eﬂm."‘
RESOLVES 1T , DETERMINED BY INVENTION OF AESCHYLUS: ey
‘ HER CUNNING, NOT SOME
L Ao surrrer |

MYTHOLOGICALLY! FOR,
TO PARAPHRASE PIERRE
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REALLY A GAME OF PATTERNS, RULED BY ABSTRACT
RULES! "POETIC ; 3

malmmsv-eoemmmmwoocmusv_mmus

SAYING: "THE BRAN THOUGHT, AS THE UIVER SECRETES BLE.
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THERE'S MORE: ATHENA WAS, SHE TELLS US
IN THE PLAY, “MO7" NURSED BY A DARK WOMB®,
BUT SPRANG FROM A MAN'S HEAD AFTER HE,

AND SO, THROUGH ARGUING ABOUT THE POSSIBLITY OF AUTTLE
TRIBUTE TO LEVI-STRAUSS, WE RE-DISCOVERED AN OLD TRUTH:
MASTERS SOMETIMES BECOME WHAT THEY TRULY ARE ONLY THROUGH
THER EFFECT ON THEIR STUDENTS. OR, TO PUT IT DIFFERENTLY...
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— INTELLECTUAL PROGRESS IS NOT |

M THE PEBBLE THROWN IN THE SEA. [

@ o= z J—o*} (<
. e TS THE APPLES IT CREATES. )
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